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"Update" is published periodically in an effort to inform residents of the many activities in 

St. Joseph Charter Township.  Inquiries or future articles should be directed to the Manager. 

 

The ordinance departmentôs responsibility is to enforce all St. Joseph Charter 

Townships ordinances.  Our ordinances include, but are not limited to: Keep-

ing animals; dogs barking and running free; having too many animals  

(over 4); blight and debris; odors, noise; solicitation; off-street parking and 

general nuisances to surrounding properties. 
 

In an effort to maintain and enhance the overall appearance of our township, 

we are sending letters to all property owners who may be out of compliance 

with our off street parking ordinance.  Please remember all vehicles, including 

cars, trucks, travel trailers, motor homes, boats and trailers, must be parked on 

a hard, dustless surface of concrete or asphalt.  All vehicles must be currently 

licensed and operable.  Vehicles may not be parked on grass or other unim-

proved surfaces.  This includes vehicles that may have been parked on grass 

for a long period, but went unnoticed.  This office will work with you on a vi-

able plan and timeframe for compliance.  If you have questions or need addi-

tional information you may call us at 269-429-7703.  
 

We will continue to enforce the upkeep of lawns and cutting of weeds.  Please 

remember the maximum height is 6 inches.  The property in violation will be 

posted with a large orange sticker.  If not mowed within 48 hours of posting 

we will have it mowed and place the charge on the property tax bill.  We ap-

preciate the efforts of residents who keep their lawn well maintained.    

ORDINANCE                             Jerry Jones, Ordinance Officer 

 

As Supervisor of your township, I hope everyone had a good summer, and, 

with the changing of the seasons, letôs continue to enjoy our township and the 

great things it has to offer us! 
 

Our township parks were busy this year with family and sporting activities.  

The Eaton Park playground project was completed this summer and seems to 

be a great hit with the kids.  Please continue to enjoy the parks into the fall sea-

son! 
 

The township board will be working hard to prepare for our 2010 budget.  Due 

to the State of Michiganôs continuing financial problems, we still do not know 

how much our revenue sharing funding will be cut.  Also, our local economy 

continues to struggle.  New home construction is down; however, a new profes-

sional building was finished and a new business has moved in.  We lost a few 

businesses, but we also had a few new businesses enter our township. 
 

I wish everyone a pleasant fall and a happy holidays to come. 

FROM  THE SUPERVISORõS DESK                 Roger Seely 
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 FROM THE CLERK                                                                        Denise Cook, Clerk 

2010 Census: 
 

The U.S. Constitution mandates a headcount every 10 years of everyone living in the United States.  The next     

census will occur in 2010 and your participation is required by law. 

 

In March of 2010, the Census Bureau will mail or deliver a ten question form to your home.  According to the Cen-

sus Bureau, this form will take less than 10 minutes to complete.  It is very important that everyone complete this 

form.     
 

Why is it of great importance to have an accurate census count?:  

Census data is used to:   
 

Determine the number of congressional seats distributed to each state. The more seats a state has the 

more influence they have in Washington, D.C. 

Determine if and how state legislative lines are redrawn 

Determine what community services to provide 

Determine how approximately $300 billion in federal funding affects our Township and State  

In short, the more residents that are counted, the greater influence we have. 

All census data is confidential.  It is illegal for the Census Bureau, or its employees, to share your personal infor-

mation with any other government agency including law enforcement, IRS, Welfare, FBI, Immigration, etc.  No 

court of law, not even the president of the United States, can access your individual responses. 

For more information on the 2010 Census, visit the Census Bureauôs web site at: 

www.2010.census.gov/2010census/. 

PARKS AND PUBLIC  WORKS:                  Dick Beebe,  Public Works Supervisor 

FIRE HYDRANTS:   St. Joseph Charter Township has over 570 fire hydrants, and the Public Safety Dept. 

along with the Public Works Dept. work diligently to make sure that these fire hydrants are repaired and 

working properly.  During the winter months if you see a fire hydrant missing a flag, please call the Public 

Works Dept. (269-429-8113), and a flag will be installed.  The township would appreciate your help with 

keeping brush and bushes trimmed at least 3-4 feet away from the hydrants. 

 

SEWER BACK UP:  Please remember to make us your first call at 429-8113, ext. 258, to report any problems with 

your sewer line.  It is important to give your name, address, and phone number when leaving a message so that an 

immediate response can be returned.  The township would appreciate any help with keeping sewer manholes clear 

from grass and sod when these man holes are located off the edge of the streets.  The sewer manholes are the point 

of access to the main sewer line, which is important in the event of a main line backup. 

Parks:  St. Joseph Charter Township Parks will officially close November 1.  Water will be turned off 

and bathrooms will be closed by the 1st week in October. 
 

 The Eaton Park playground project was completed during the summer of 2009.  There is a new  play 

structure, arch swing, sand box, drinking fountain, and new picnic tables. 
 

  We have had some incidents that took place this summer at Eaton Park.  We can use your help by reporting any 

vandalism that takes place in the township parks.  Call 269-429-8113, ext. 258.  

http://www.2010.census.gov/2010
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ASSESSING                                                 Sue Rice, Assessor 

Fall will soon be upon us and it has been a busy year with many homeowners making changes to their residences.   

If you are one of those homeowners, please remember:é.Tax Day in Michigan is December 31st.  Whatever per-

centage of new construction is done on that date, whether 10% or 100%, that value will be added to your Assessed 

and Taxable Value for 2010.  Whenever a building permit is applied for, this department receives a copy of it so that 

any changes can be noted, and this also is true when a demolition permit is filed.  The only way your record card can 

be accurate is by making sure that any changes you make (or have made in the past) have been accounted for.  YOU 

pay property taxes based upon the information I have in my files-and if that information is not current then neither is 

your assessed and taxable value.  Doing work without getting the proper permits is dangerous-permits are your way 

of knowing the structural, electrical, plumbing and mechanical components of your new construction are done to 

code.  Yes, permits cost you money but having to have the work re-done because of faulty work costs you more. 
 

We are also still updating the photos we have on file-this is an item that is part of your record card and 

is required by the State Tax Commission.  In taking photos I have noticed that many homes have their 

house numbers prominently displayed which helps in case of emergency.  Buté.just as many have no 

visible house numbers.  Please remember that in an emergency, seconds count and your life or your 

loved ones lives could depend on whether or not your home is identified.  So for safetyôs sake please 

take the time to see that your house numbers are visible.  Township Ordinance requires that the numbers be at least  

4 inches in height and legible from the wall facing the road. 
 

Finally, we have had several sales that involved foreclosure properties and, in some cases, these properties sold far 

below the Assessed Value.  Please understand, just because you paid $45,000 or $50,000 or whatever, for this prop-

erty I CANNOT , by law, lower your Assessed Value to 50% of purchase price.  That is called ñchasing salesò and it 

is not allowed by the State Tax Commission.  In order for you to have your Assessed and/or Taxable Value lowered 

you must submit compelling evidence to the March Board of Review for them to consider your petition.  Physical 

items such as-needing paint, replacing carpeting or tile work, new roof, new furnace and/or air conditioning, new 

windows, i.e. cosmetic work-are normally not sufficient cause for a lowering in value.  But in any case, if you do 

purchase a neglected property, before you paint, paper, do carpeting, roof, etc-take pictures showing the condition at 

time of sale.  Then if you do decide to appeal to the March Board of Review you have evidence of condition at time 

of purchase.  

BUILDING/ZONING                                          Jerry Jones, Building/Zoning Official               

Winter is fast approaching.  This early fall is a great time to do any outside property maintenance such as scraping, 

painting, new siding, roof repair or replacement and many other outdoor projects.  Please remember to call 269-429-

7703 to ask about the need for a building permit.  If you hire a contractor you should ask for references for work that 

he or she has done, and call those references prior to signing a contract with them.  In the State of Michigan, all 

building contractors being paid for work must be licensed and insured.  If you have any concerns or questions that 

are building related, please give us a call.  Thank you for the help and support throughout the year.  

Have a safe fall and winter.   
 

 



TREASURERõS REPORT                                 Dave Vonk, Treasurer  
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NEW FORMAT FOR TAX BILLS:  
 
This December, taxpayers in St. Joseph Township will see a 

difference in the appearance of their tax bills.  The Berrien 

County Treasurerôs Association and the Berrien County In-

formation Systems Department have been working for 

nearly a year to update the tax program.  Most of the 

changes will be invisible to taxpayers.  However, as a part 

of the updating, the ñlookò of your tax bills will be differ-

ent.  We have tried to make the tax bill more clear, with 

items easier to see.  There will be additional lines for pay-

ment information.  But, the biggest change will be in the 

coloring.  In past years, the appearance of all tax bills in 

Berrien County was identical, no matter where the proper-

ties were located.  This caused confusion that often resulted 

in tax payments being sent to the wrong municipality.  Now 

municipalities will have the ability to print their logo on the 

bills, and villages and cities will be a different color from 

townships each cycle (summer and winter).  This should 

make it easier to distinguish where payments should be 

sent.  Additionally, those of you with escrow accounts 

will receive all of your tax information up front instead 

of at the end.  You will receive a full tax bill, with a notice 

at the bottom letting you know that your mortgage company 

will be paying for you.  KEEP THIS NOTICE FOR YOUR 

INCOME TAXES AS  RECEIPTS WILL NO LONGER 

BE SENT OUT AT TIME OF PAYMENT.  With costs of 

supplies and postage rising, and income shrinking, it has 

become necessary for the Township to cut some costs.  The 

same process is true for those who have opted to sign up 

for online tax payment.  St. Joseph Charter Township, 

along with Lincoln, Niles, and Lake Townships, and the 

Cities of St. Joseph and New Buffalo, will be the first large-

scale test of the new systems.  The Village of Baroda was 

the first to ñtest-driveò the changes this summer, and we 

thank their treasurer, Amy Hemphill, for volunteering to 

find out what worked and what didnôt.    
 
Following are a few of our most commonly asked ques-

tions.  If you have a new one for us, donôt hesitate to call 

and ask!  Weôre here to make it easier for youé. 

269-429-7703, ext. 234. 
 
When are my taxes billed, and how much time do I have 

to pay? 

For townships, taxes are billed on the State-mandated dates 

of July 1 (for school taxes) and December 1 (for township 

and county taxes).  The July  bill is due by 5:00 p.m. on 

September 14th, and the December bill is due by 5:00 p.m. 

on February 14th (Valentineôs Day).  We do not establish 

either billing or due dates...the State of Michigan does.  

Cities  and villages may have different due dates as estab-

lished by their charters.  You have approximately ten weeks 

to pay. 
 

What do I have to do to pay by online banking? 
Just call us at 269-429-7703, ext. 234.  Weôll set you 

right up!  Then, when the bills are issued, youôll get pa-

perwork that provides you with the amount due, the date 

due, and our address.  Please make sure you arrange for 

payments to be received by the deadline.  (Please note 

that this is not a bank-to-bank transfer, which some tax-

payers have confused with online banking.)  
 
What happens if I donôt get a tax bill on July 1st or  

December 1st? 

If you havenôt received your tax bill by July 7th or De-

cember 7th, call our office so that we can see where it 

was mailed.  Deeds are sometimes late being recorded. 
 
What if I canôt pay on time?   
Call us.  You may be eligible to defer the deadline.  At 

the very least, we can let you know what sort of penalty 

youôll be looking at so that you can budget your payment. 
 
I mailed my payment on the due date and it was  

returned.  Why? 
We do not accept postmarks.  We have distribution 

schedules mandated by State law, and we cannot hold 

distribution periods open for the last of postmarked mail 

to trickle in.  The late interest fee imposed on the July bill 

belongs to the school districts and is forwarded to them.  

We do not keep any interest monies paid on the July bill-

ing, but it is mandated that we collect it. 
 
I mailed my payment but didnôt get a receipt.  Why? 
Did you send us the entire bill?  Or just the ñcouponò?  

The top part of your bill is your receipt.  If you want a 

ñPaidò receipt, send us the entire tax bill just as you re-

ceived it, and weôll stamp and return the top receipt por-

tion to you at no cost.  Please keep all receipts where you 

can find them at Income Tax time. 
 
Now, just a few notes to help us help you: 
 

Please, always send or bring us the tax bill(s) that 

you receive.  It is very important that we have the bot-

tom coupon in order to properly and accurately enter 

your payment.  When you receive your tax bill, please 

put it where you can find it  ten weeks later.  Thank 

you very much for your cooperation in this. 
 

Keep us posted on current addresses if you move. 
 

LANDLORDS:  Now is a good time to check the 

status of water bills for your rental properties.  The 

water usage is tied to the property, not to your renter, 

and if your renter defaults the amount past due will be 

placed on your winter  property tax bill.   
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ST.  JOSEPH TOWNSHIP POLICE                                           Ross Bates, Chief of Police   

LARCENIES FROM MOTOR VEHICLES  
 

There has been a national trend in larcenies from motor vehicles which has been evidenced throughout Berrien 

County in recent months.  During the past five months, 31 larcenies from vehicles have been reported in St. Joseph 

Charter Township. 
 

Common Items Stolen: 

Money 

Electronics (cell phones, GPS units, iPods, cameras, laptop computers) 

Car stereos and CDs 

Purses, gym bags, briefcases, luggage 

Personal ID, credit & debit cards 

Jackets and miscellaneous clothing 

Garage door openers, etc. 
 

Prevention Tips: 

Lock your vehicle 

Close vehicle doors and windows 

Remove valuables.  (Valuables left in a vehicle should be placed in the trunk before reaching your destination.) 

Remove keys from vehicle.  (Key rings should not contain names or addresses.) 

Park in well lighted, visible areas.  (The best place to park is in a locked garage.) 

Use anti-theft devices. 

Mark your valuables and record serial numbers. 

Record your vehicle VIN number and license plate number. 

Report any and all suspicious activity to the St. Joseph Township Police Department,                                         

by calling Dispatch at  983-3060. 

 

PREVENTION IS YOUR BEST PROTECTION AGAINST CRIME. 

HALLOWEEN SAFETY TIPS  

   2009 Trick or TreatingðSaturday, October 31 from 6-7:30 p.m. 
 

Costume Safety 

Choose a costume made of flame retardant material 

Costumes should be short enough so that it does not cause your child to trip and fall 

For good visibility, add some reflective tape to the costume or bag that is being used to collect the candy 

Masks should fit securely and allow your child to see well and not hinder visibility 

Knives, swords and other props should be made of a flexible material, so that it is does not pose a hazard if 

fallen on 
 

Trick -or-treat Safety 

Young children should be well supervised by an adult; older children should be in large groups in well known  

       neighborhoods. 

Carry a flashlight 

Stick to well lit houses in familiar neighborhoods only 

Follow all traffic signals and rules of the road  

Avoid taking shortcuts across backyards or alleys.  Stick to the sidewalks of well lit streets  
 

Candy Safety 

Instruct your children to bring all candy home before eating it so that you can carefully inspect it for tampering. 

Tell your children not to eat anything that isnôt commercially wrapped.  
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COLFAX PUBLIC SAFETY COMPLEX                 Public Safety Team  

Transition to the new fire station on Colfax Avenue from the existing station on Broadmoor Drive will begin in 

early October.  Progress on construction of the new facility is slightly behind schedule, but moving along rapidly. 
 

Officially, the new facility will be called the St. Joseph Charter Township Public Safety Annex.  The existing fire 

station which sets just a few yard away has long been referred to as Station #2.  The station connected to the Town-

ship Hall on Washington Avenue has been referred to as Station #1.  Both stations are part of the townshipôs public 

safety operation.  As the two stations are equal, going forward we will be referring to them as the Colfax Avenue 

Fire Station and the Washington Avenue Fire Station 
 

The first phased of moving to the new station will be the fire trucks, supporting apparatus, and equipment.  This 

will clear the old building so it can be prepared for demolition. 
 

The old fire station on Broadmoor Drive will then be demolished to make way for parking and driveways.             

A feature of the new building permits fire vehicles to enter the building from Broadmoor Drive and exit onto      

Colfax Avenue.  This new traffic pattern will be a great improvement in responding vehicles entering the Napier 

and Colfax intersection.  The property for the Colfax Avenue Station was purchased several years ago with this 

plan in mind.  
 

A police office is also a feature of the new facility.  This will give the Fairplain neighborhood a great police pres-

ence and improved sense of safety and security.  A meeting room, regularly used by firefighters for training and 

meetings, will also be available for other governmental uses such as Township Board of Trustee meetings, 

Neighborhood Watch meeting, and possibly an additional voting site. 
 

An open house where residents will be able to tour the new facility will be scheduled for later this fall. 


