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Township Meetings  

Township Board of Trustees 
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Planning Commission 
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Zoning Board of Appeals 

7 p.m.  2nd Wednesday 

(As Requested) 
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TOWNSHIP HALL AND ARE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
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"Update" is published periodically in an effort to inform residents of the many activities in 

St. Joseph Charter Township.  Inquiries or future articles should be directed to the Manager. 

 

The State Tax Commission requires that assessors annually inspect a percentage of 

the properties in each class. My office will be sending out questionnaires to various 

neighborhoods within the township.  These questionnaires ask basic information re-

garding your home - i.e. number of bedrooms, bathrooms, types of flooring, decks, 

porches, basements, etc.  These will then be compared to the information I have on 

file for your property.  New photos of the front and rear of the homes included in 

this percentage will be taken when the physical inspection is done.  Photos will also 

be taken of any outbuildings, decks, patios and pools.  This annual inspection is nec-

essary to maintain accurate record cards to ensure that you are being taxed fairly.  

So, if you receive one of these questionnaires, please fill it out and return it at your 

earliest convenience.  If you have questions please call.  Remember, this is for your 

benefit alsoðmany times over the years changes are made, things added, things re-

moved.   I have found several homes where in-ground pools were filled in/removed, 

the township never notified and they were still paying taxes on something that was 

no longer there. 

 

The only way your record card can be accurate is by making sure that any changes 

you make (or have made in the past) have been accounted for.  You pay property 

taxes based upon the information I have in my files, and if that information is not 

current then neither is your assessed and taxable value. 

A new year is upon us and spring is in the air. With the warmer weather 

upon us it is time to get out the patio furniture and start working on your 

lawn and garden.   
 
 

We are up to the challenge to keep working within the budget that we 

have for 2010.  Even with the reduction of Michigan revenue sharing and interest 

income revenues, that are declining from the state, we are striving to make sure 

your tax dollars are spent wisely.  

 

The Financial audit for 2009 has been completed and was presented to the Township 

Board for acceptance by Gerbel and Company PC.  Mr. Bob Gerbel presented the 

2009 audit with a glowing report of approval.  The Township oversees (11) eleven 

special accounts, all in healthy condition.  Overall the Township is in excellent fi-

nancial condition and he complimented the board and manager on their adherence to 

a lean budget.  Mr. Gerbel stated that he cannot  recall in his years of auditing 

towns, school boards, and in the private sector of not having to make adjusting clos-

ing journal entries to the financial books.  Mr. Gerbel also stated that there are no 

notes or recommendations for improvement as an outcome of the audit. he said 

ñYour stewardship of the taxpayerôs dollar is commendableò.   

ASSESSING  DEPT.                     Sue Rice, Assessor 

FROM  THE SUPERVISORõS DESK          Roger Seely, Supervisor 



    PAGE  2                                                                                                   APRIL 2010 UPDATE 

 FROM THE CLERK                                                                        Denise Cook, Clerk 

 2010 Election Information: 

 Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m. 
 

School Election:      May 4               Last Day to Register:   April 5 

Primary Election:   August 3 Last Day to Register:   July 6   

General Election:    November 2 Last Day to Register:   October 4 
 

If you have not already registered to vote, you may do so in person or by mail.  The mail- in form may be found on 

the Michigan Department of State web site at www.Michigan.gov/sos.  The form is also available on the Townshipôs 

website at www.sjct.org.  Just look on the ñElectionsò page under forms.  You may register in person at any Secretary 

of State branch office or at the St. Joseph Charter Township Hall, 3000 Washington Ave. 
 

Absentee Voting: 

You may vote by absentee ballot if you: 

Expect to be absent from the community in which you are registered for the entire time that the polls are open 

on Election Day. 

Are physically unable to attend the polls without the assistance of another. 

Cannot attend the polls because of the tenets of your religion. 

Have been appointed an election precinct inspector in a precinct other than the precinct where you reside. 

Are 60 years of age or older. 

Cannot attend the polls because of confinement in jail awaiting arraignment of trial. 
 

You may obtain an application for absentee voting by: 

Letter 

Post card 

Application form obtained from the Township Clerk  

Federal Post Card Application.  (NOTE:  This is restricted to members of the armed forces and their spouses 

and dependents; members of the Merchant Marines and their spouses and dependents; U.S. citizens temporar-

ily living or traveling outside of the territorial limits of the United States) 

In person at the Township Clerkôs office 
 

College Students: 

A member of the studentôs immediate family or household may pick up and deliver an absentee voter applica-

tion.  An immediate family or household member who returns the studentôs absentee voter application to the 

Township must sign the certificate printed on the back of the application form. 

A student can receive an absent voter ballot at his or her registration address or may request that the ballot be 

mailed to the college address.  A member of the studentôs immediate family or household MAY NOT DE-

LIVER THE BALLOT TO THE STUDENT.  Election officials or authorized assistants are the only in-

dividuals authorized to deliver ballots. 

A studentôs absentee ballot must be returned to the Township by 8 p.m. on Election Day.  A member of the 

studentôs immediate family or household may return the completed absentee ballot to the Township.  

Any absentee ballot returned in the mail MUST include additional postage.  Other options for returning                      

absentee ballots are:  Dropping them off in person at the Township Hall, or dropping them off after hours in the drop 

box located to the left of the front entrance at the Township Hall.  

IMPORTANT 

YOU MUST FILL OUT THE TOP AND  BOTTOM OF THE ñAPPLICATION TO VOTEò FORM IN ORDER 

TO RECEIVE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT. 

http://www.Michigan.gov/sosand


  ORDINANCE & BUILDING  DEPT.      Jerry Jones, Ordinance Officer &  Building Inspector 
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This year we will be actively enforcing our International Property Maintenance Code.  The Property Maintenance Code 

is aimed at the upkeep and general maintenance of all existing homes, buildings and properties.  Please make a con-

certed effort to keep your house, building and all exterior properties in good condition.  Cut lawns, paint where needed, 

and general maintenance help keep our community attractive and a sought after community in which to live.  We will 

be enforcing our revised off-street parking ordinance on a fair but firm and equitable basis.  Please refrain from parking 

any vehicle or trailer on the grass, road right of way, or any unimproved surface.  We have changed the surfacing re-

quirements to lessen the expense on creating additional parking you may need.  Please call us to discuss any permits 

(which are free) and specifications to improve parking areas.  If you have been parking on a dirt area it will need to be 

improved.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

Finally, warm weather is arriving.  If you plan any home or land improvements this year please take the 

time to call the building department prior to the start of any planned construction, regardless of the nature 

and size.  Building permits are needed for the vast majority of home improvements including but not lim-

ited to roofs, siding, decks, fences, window and door replacement, additions, accessory buildings, fascia 

and soffit work.  Please give us a call at  429-7703 with any questions pertaining to permit requirements 

or any other construction or home improvement related projects.  Thank you, and have a safe and enjoyable summer.  

When absentee ballot envelopes are returned to the Township there is a process that takes place to receive them and to 

insure that they will be correctly counted on Election Day.  It is much easier for our election staff if ballots are re-

turned well before Election Day.  Please do your part to insure that this process goes smoothly by returning your 

absentee ballot as soon as possible. 

 

2010 CENSUS 
 

If you received a Census form but did not return it you will receive a visit from a Census worker in  

order to personally collect this information.  Census workers will begin personal visits in late April and continue 

through July.   
 

It is of great importance that you and those in your home be counted.  The quality of services offered to Town-

ship residents is greatly influenced by the amount of state revenue sharing dollars received.    Township reve-

nue sharing dollars received from the state are based on the amount of residents counted in the Census.  The 

greater the count, the greater the portion of dollars received.  This count will be the Townshipôs official count 

for the next 10 years.   
 

Some of the other ways Census data is used are: 

Determine the number of congressional seats distributed to each state.  The more seats a state has, the more 

influence they have in Washington D.C. 

Determine if and how state legislative lines are redrawn. 

Determine what community services to provide. 

Determine how approximately $300 billion in federal funding affects our Township and State. 

Remember, all Census date is confidential.  It is illegal for the Census Bureau, or its employees to share your per-

sonal information with any other government agency including law enforcement, IRS, Welfare, FBI, Immigration, etc.  

No court of law, not even the president of the United States can access your individual responses. For more informa-

tion on the Census, visit the Census Bureauôs web site at www.2010.census.gov/2010census/. 

Tiffeny Buist, Building Department Administrator  

http://www.2010.census.gov/2010census/


ST. JOSEPH TOWNSHIP NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH  

TREASURERõS REPORT                                 Dave Vonk, Treasurer 
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WARM WEATHER REMINDERS: 

When working in the yard or away from your home (even for short periods of time) lock your doors and keep your 

garage door closed.  In the past criminals have entered garages and homes while homeowners were in the back yard. 

The residential speed limit is 25 m.p.h. Children are going to be out using bikes, skates, and scooters.  Drive defen-

sively and assume the children donôt see or hear you.  Letôs keep pedestrians safe. 

The township has a strict ñno solicitationò ordinance.  No person can go door to door in the township to solicit 

goods or services without a Township permit.  Solicitors must have a dated permit on their person at all times. 

Use caution when hiring someone to complete home improvements.  Home improvement scams are not uncommon.  

If in doubt about a contractor, call the Township Building Inspector.  
 

BLOCK CAPTAINS NEEDED: 

The St. Joseph Township Neighborhood Watch Program is looking for residents interested in becoming Block Captains 

or Block Co-Captains for their street.  If you are interested, please call Officer Rick Knapp at the St. Joseph Township     

Police Department (269) 429-6890, ext. 277. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: 

June 27, 2010   1-3 p.m.    Neighborhood Watch Picnic at Carronde Park 
 

August 3, 2010  5-8 p.m.   National Night Out at Riverview Park, Briarwood Pavilion 
 

Check the Township website, www.sjct.org, for event details.  The Neighborhood Watch web page is located under 

Public Safety. 

Another tax year has come to a close.  Anyone still owing property taxes after March 1 will need to contact the Berrien 

County Treasurerôs Office, 701 Main Street, St. Joseph and call 269-983-7111 ext.8569, for the exact amount of tax, 

penalties and interest due. 
 

You may have noticed that the townshipôs 2009 winter tax bill had a new look.  This new format will be used county 

wide for 2010.  To avoid confusion for property owners, each jurisdictionôs tax bill will have a different color.  For St. 

Joseph Charter Township, the summer/school tax bills will be a solid blue and the winter county/township tax bill will 

be a solid green.  Please note that all payment instructions and information will be printed on the back of the tax bill. 

 

With the new tax bill, it will no longer be necessary for the Township to mail a copy of the bill to residents who have 

their taxes paid by a mortgage company as the tax notice that the resident receives will contain the necessary tax bill 

information,.  This will enable the Township to reduce its postage costs.  
 

For residents paying their bill themselves, if you want a stamped ñPaidò receipt of your payment, please provide a 

stamped self addressed return envelope with your payment, otherwise it will not be returned to you. 
 

Township residents should receive their summer/school tax bills on July 1.  If you have not received your bill by     

July 9, give us a call.  You have a 10-week ñgrace periodò up to September 14 to pay without penalties.  Postmarks are 

not acceptable; therefore, leave plenty of time for the post office to deliver your payment before the due date.  If a pay-

ment is received after the due date and late fees are not added to the payment, your payment will be returned to you 

with the new amount due. 
 

Let us know if you move because tax bills are not forwarded.  We want to assure that you receive it in plenty of time 

without having to pay the late fees. 
 

If you would like to pay by online banking, please set this up with us by May 31.  If you have any questions, give us a 

call at 269-429-7703, ext. 234. 
 

Just a reminder that the summer/school tax bill goes out July 1 with a due date of September 14 and the winter tax bills 

goes out December 1 with a February 14 due date. 



 PARKS AND PUBLIC  WORKS:                   Dick Beebe,  Public Works Supervisor 

Parks:  St. Joseph Charter Township Parks officially open April 1, Water will be turned on and bathrooms will be 

open by the 1st or 2nd week in April (tentatively) depending on temperatures.  Summer athletic schedules for associa-

tions using the parks will be posted at information boards located in each park.  Schedules include AYSO Soccer at 

Maiden Lane Park, NLBSA at Eaton Park, LMC Baseball at Eaton Park, and Softball League at Carronde Park. 
 

In order to reserve a pavilion in a Township Park you must fill out the reservation at the Township Hall verifying if you 

are a township resident or non-township resident.  After the reservation is completed and scheduled a sheet will be 

posted at the pavilion for the reserved day.  Reservation fees are: $60.00 for resident $85.00 for non-resident. 
 

St. Joseph Charter Township will be receiving a Trust Fund Grant this year to build a much needed Pavilion and shelter 

at the Maiden Lane Park, providing shade and protection as well as group picnic rental.  Look for construc-

tion to start early to mid summer. 
 

Please help report any vandalism in the township parks.  There has been an incident in our parks this win-

ter of graffiti to buildings, signs, etc. vandalism, graffiti, and any other destructive incidents are becoming 

very costly to an already tight and trimmed parks budget.  Please notify the Police Dept if you see some-

thing happening.  Thank You for Your Help  
 

SEWER & WATER 
 

FIRE HYDRANTS:  St. Joseph Charter Township has over 570 fire hydrants, and the Public Safety Dept. 

along with the Public Works Dept. work diligently to make sure that these fire hydrants are repaired and work-

ing properly.  With winter ending and spring beginning please call the Public Works Department, if you se any 

winter damages to hydrants.  The township would appreciate any help with keeping brush and brushes trimmed 

at least 3-4 feet away from the hydrants. 
 

REMEMBER TO MAKE US YOUR FIRST CALL in case of a sewer backup.  Call 429-8113 ext. 258 to report 

problems with your sewer line.  Please remember to leave your name, address, and phone number when leaving a mes-

sage so that a immediate response can be returned.  The Township would appreciate any help with keeping sewer man 

holes clear from grass and sod when these man holes are located off the edge of streets.  The sewer man holes are the 

point of access to the main sewer line especially in the event of a main line backup. 

ST.  JOSEPH TOWNSHIP POLICE / PUBLIC SAFETY                                      

 Ross Bates, Chief of Police / Public Safety Director 
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The Fire Departments have received a federal grant from FEMA for the purchase of personal protection 

equipment in the amount of $143,716.  The grant will be used to purchase 24 scott air-paks, 48 air cylinders, 

39 face masks, 39 voice amplifiers, and 2 scott trackers.   

 

This will enable each firefighter to have their own fitted face mask and be able to have better communication 

with other firefighters at a fire scene.  This will also allow the firefighters to be tracked and located inside a burning 

building which will greatly increase the safety of our firefighters. 

 

The 2009 Police Department annual report is now complete.  The department responded to 4,122 requests for service 

and investigated 1,594 officer initiated complaints.  The officers worked 201 traffic accidents and made 2, 068 traffic 

stops in which 963 citations were issued.  Arrests totaled 521 (both misdemeanor and felony arrests).  The department 

responded to 341 active alarms.  $178,870 worth of stolen property was recovered by the officers.  Of the total criminal 

offenses reported, 68.2% were cleared by arrest or other investigative means. 

 

Remember the Police and Fire Departments are here to serve our residents.  If you need assistance from our 

departments, call 9-1-1 for emergencies or 983-3060 to reach a dispatcher.                                                  

For administrative assistance, call 429-6890 for police ; or 429-4100 for fire. 



 

 

MISCELLANEOUS TIDBITS      
 

 

 

 3000 Washington Avenue 

P.O. Box 147  

 St. Joseph MI 49085 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

ST. JOSEPH MI 

PERMIT NO. 29 
 PHONE NUMBERS 

 

TOWNSHIP HALL é..ééééééé429-7703 

        Faxééééééééééé...é....429-2079 

           (Monday-Friday,  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

   Emergency Only...éé..ééééé.. ...........9-1-1 
 

   Police Administrationé..éé.é...é.....429-6890  

                        (Monday-Friday,  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
 

   Non-Emergency.ééééé..éé........983-3060 

                                    (Dispatch ï 24 hr.) 
 

FIRE: 
 

Emergency......éééééé...ééééé......9-1-1 

 Station #1 - 3000 Washington Ave....é...429-4100 

 Station #2 - 1750 Colfax  Aveé..ééé429-4100 
 

AMBULANCE......é..ééééééé..é.....9-1-1 
 
Public Works/Sewer & Water é429-8113 ext. 258 

BEST WAY OBSERVES THE  

     FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS  
 

*Memorial Day  

*4th of July  

*Labor Day  

*Thanksgiving Day 

*Christmas Day 
   
If a holiday falls on your regularly 

scheduled collection day, that day 

and every collection day subse-

quent to that day will be moved 

back one day for the remainder of 

that week.  
 

Please call Tami at Best Way  

(463-3232) with any questions  

 

Dates the Office is Closed for 2010:  
 

Friday  & Monday , May 28 & 31,     

Memorial Day Weekend 
 

Friday & Monday, July 2 & 5,  

Fourth of July Weekend 
 

Friday & Monday, Sept. 3 & 6  

Labor Day Weekend 
 

Thursday  & Friday,  

November 25 & 26, Thanksgiving  
 

Thursday & Friday,  

December 23 & 24, Christmas 
 

 Other Holidays that are Observed are: 
 

 * New Yearôs Day  *  Easter   

PASSES FOR FREE ENTRY TO THE 

ORCHARD HILLS LANDFILL for 

Spring 2010  will be available at the 

Township Hall for the following dates:   
 

April 16 & 17, 23 & 24: May 7 & 8, 14 & 15 

 Garage Sales Reminders:   

2 per year 

Make sure signs do not 

interfere with a driverôs 

view to pull  safely into 

traffic.  

Keep mindful of your 

neighbors regarding 

parking 

No signs are to be put on 

any utility poles 

The 2010 Berrien County 

Household Hazardous Waste & 

Electronic Collection list is 

available through the Township 

Hall or at Berrien County Web-

site www.berriencounty.org/

recycle Questions call  983-7111 

ext.8234 

Yard Stakes in Road Right of Way 
 

Any Resident trying to protect the edge of 

their lawn abutting the road should be us-

ing the following: 

Longer aluminum stakes with reflec-

tors on the top. 

Fiberglass stakes with a plastic protec-

tor on the tip. 

You should not use any rigid steel or any 

material with a sharp point on the top.  If 

you have questions please call 429-7703, 

between 8 am and 5 pm, Monday thru Fri-

day.  If you presently use materials for 

yard stakes that are not approved please 

make arrangements to replace them.   

A Senior softball program makes use of the 

Eaton Park, during Spring and Fall session. 

For detail information, call the Senior Center 

at 429-7768, or David Benjamin, Softball 

Leader 429-7133  

Yard Waste season is here. The 

landfill is not accepting plastic bags.  

So use paper bags or containers la-

beled ñYard Wasteò  


