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Your Township Board 
 

Supervisor..é.ééé....Roger Seely  

Clerk....éé...éé.é..Denise Cook 

Treasurer.....é.é...é.....Dave Vonk 

Trustee..........ééé..Gary Bluschke  

Trustee...............é..Chuck Garlanger 

Trustee..................éé...Ron Griffin 

Trustee.................é.Melissa Schultz 

Manageréééé..Tim Fenderbosch 
 

Other Township Officials 
 

Building Inspectoréé...Jerry Jones 

Ordinance Officerééé.Jerry Jones 

Assessorééééé...é...Sue Rice  

Chief of Police........é.éRoss Bates 

 

Township Meetings  

Township Board of Trustees 

7 p.m. 1st & 3rd Mondays 
 

Planning Commission 

7 p.m. 2nd Tuesday Bi-Monthly 
 

Zoning Board of Appeals 

7 p.m.  2nd Wednesday 

(As Requested) 
 

MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE  

TOWNSHIP HALL AND ARE 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 
 

Township Hours 

The Township Hall is open 

Monday-Friday 

8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

SupervisorñWelcome 1 

Clerk  2 

Building 4 

Ordinance Enforcement Dept. 5 

 St. Joseph Township Police Dept.        4 

Neighborhood Watch 4 

Treasurer  / Taxes 3 

Assessing 5 

Parks and Public Works 1 

Holiday Rubbish Pick-Up Schedule 6 

Office Closings 6 

Phone Listing 6 

Miscellaneous  Information 6 

"Update" is published periodically in an effort to inform residents of the many activities in 

St. Joseph Charter Township.  Inquiries or future articles should be directed to the Manager. 

St. Joseph Charter Township Parks officially close November 1. Water will be 

turned off and bathrooms will be closed by the 2nd or 3rd week in October depend-

ing on temperatures.  No vehicles or snowmobiles will be allowed in the Township 

Parks through the winter, only walking and cross country skiing.  St. Joseph Charter 

Township has received a Trust Fund Grant this year to build a much needed pavilion 

and shelter at Maiden Lane Park.  This pavilion will provide shade and protection as 

and should be completed by the end of October or early November.   
 

REMEMBER TO MAKE US YOUR FIRST CALL,  in case of a sewer backup, call 

429-8113, ext. 258 to report problems.  Please remember to leave your name, ad-

dress, and phone number when leaving a message, so that a immediate response can 

be returned.  The Township would appreciate any help with keeping sewer man 

holes clear from grass and sod where these manholes are located off the edge of 

streets.  In the event of a sewer main backup the sewer manholes are used to access 

the main sewer line.  

Fall is in the air !!!  With the crisp mornings, cool evenings and the 

leaves changing color, we are reminded that winter weather is not 

far away. 

 

With this in mind,  some of you may be concerned about snow    

removal and trying to make sure that the Berrien County Road 

Commission plow trucks do not take the edge of your lawn when the snow is re-

moved.  If you feel the need to mark the area of the lawn that maybe in conjunction 

to the road right-of-way, the Berrien County Road Commission requests that the 

materials used to mark your lawn be one of the following: 

 

Long aluminum stakes with reflectors on the top. 

Fiberglass stakes with a plastic protector on the tip. 

 

You should not use any rigid steel or any other type of  material with a sharp point 

on the top.  Please be respectful in removing them as soon as the winter season is 

over and the snow is gone.     

 

RememberðThe Township does not do any of the snow removal, but works with 

the Berrien County Road Commission, the sole care taker of your roads, to keep the 

roads safe throughout the year. 

   

 PARKS AND PUBLIC  WORKS:   

 Dick Beebe,  Public Works Supervisor 

FROM  THE SUPERVISORõS DESK         Roger Seely, Supervisor 



    PAGE  2                                                                                                          OCTOBER   2010 UPDATE 

 FROM THE CLERK                                                                        Denise Cook, Clerk 

 2010 Election Information:            Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m. 
 

General Election:  November 2 Last Day to Register:  October 4 
 

If you have not already registered to vote, you may do so in person or by mail.  The mail- in form may 

be found on the Michigan Department of State web site at www.Michigan.gov/sosand .  There is a link for the Michi-

gan Department of State office on the township web site at www.sjct.org ñElectionsò. You may register in person at 

any Secretary of State branch office or at the St. Joseph Charter Township Hall, 3000 Washington Ave. 

Absentee Voting: 

You may vote by absentee ballot if you: 

Expect to be absent from the community in which you are registered for the entire time that the polls are open on 

Election Day. 

Are physically unable to attend the polls without the assistance of another. 

Cannot attend the polls because of the tenets of your religion. 

Have been appointed an election precinct inspector in a precinct other than the precinct where you reside. 

Are 60 years of age or older. 

Cannot attend the polls because of confinement in jail awaiting arraignment of trial. 

You may obtain an application of absentee voting by: 

Letter 

Post card 

Application form obtained from the Township Clerk (See our web site at www.sjct.org ñElectionsò 

for a link to the Secretary of State web site where the form may be found.) 

Federal Post Card Application. (NOTE:  This is restricted to members of the armed forces and their spouses and 

dependents; members of the Merchant Marines and their spouses and dependents; U.S. Citizens temporarily living 

or traveling outside of the territorial limits of the United States. 

In person at the Township Clerkôs office. 

College Students: 

A member of the studentôs immediate family or household may pick up and deliver an absentee voter application.    

An immediate family or household member who returns the studentôs absentee voter application to the Township 

must sign the certificate printed on the back of the application form. 

A student can receive an absent voter ballot at his or her registration address or may request that the ballot be 

mailed to the college address.  A member of the studentôs immediate family or household MAY NOT DELIVER 

THE BALLOT TO THE STUDENT.   Election officials or authorized assistants are the only individuals 

authorized to deliver ballots. 

A student's absentee ballot must be returned to the Township by 8 p.m. on Election Day.  A member of the stu-

dentôs immediate family or household may return the completed absentee ballot to the Township. 

Any absentee ballot returned in the mail MUST include additional postage.  Other options for returning absen-

tee ballots are:  Dropping them off in person at the Township hall, or dropping them off after hours in the drop box 

located to the left of the front entrance at the Township Hall.   When absentee ballot envelopes are returned to the 

Township there is a process that takes place to receive them and to insure that they will be correctly counted on Elec-

tion Day.  It is much easier for our election staff if ballots are returned well before Election Day.  Please do your 

part to insure that this process goes smoothly by returning your absentee ballot as soon as possible. IF YOU 

INTEND TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT PLEASE REQUEST YOUR APPLICATION FOR ABSEN-

TEE BALLOT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.   Our staff will receive many absentee ballots and although ballots 

are not counted until Election Day there is much work that takes place prior to the Election to make sure the 

ballots are organized and ready for the Absentee Voter Counting Board to process.  This said, THE SOONER 

YOU RETURN YOUR ABSENTEE BALLOT THE BETTER!  It makes our staffôs job much    easier if the 

bulk of the absentee ballots are returned to our office at least a week before the Election. 

IMPORTANT   

YOU MUST FILL OUT THE TOP AND  BOTTOM OF THE ñAPPLICATION TO VOTEò FORM IN ORDER 

TO RECEIVE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT. 

http://www.Michigan.gov/sosand
http://www.sjct.org
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TREASURERõS REPORT                                      Dave Vonk, Treasurer 

We hope that all enjoyed our beautiful summer here in southwest Michigan.  Now itôs time to change gears once again 

as we prepare for the 2010 winter (county and township) tax cycle. 
 

The new format for summer tax bills, and the new system for getting them printed and out to our residents worked 

really well this past summer with cost savings on all levels.  In the case of the summer school tax bills, these cost sav-

ings were passed along to the school districts in the form of a slight reduction in the per-parcel cost that they pay to 

manage their tax collections.  This same format will be utilized on the December tax bills.  More changes will follow 

as Berrien County, who for nearly 30 years has run an in-house tax program on their computer mainframe, 

moves away from programming.  A new vendor will be taking over this function for treasurers across Berrien 

County, but we will still maintain a county-wide system with a mainframe at the County Courthouse.  To our residents,  

this changeover should be invisible other than possibly another new look for our bills in 2011-2012.  BS&A is probably 

the largest tax program used by treasurers, assessors and building departments in Michigan, so, other than reports and 

system program changes for which we will all be trained, our residents will continue to receive the same high level of 

service that you have always received.  As we move forward, if you have any questions, as always, please feel free to 

give us a call.  Our staff will be happy to answer your questions or address your concerns.  Please call 269-429-7703 

ext. 234. 

In Other News: 

If you wish to pay taxes via online banking, please notify us in advance so that we can make necessary adjust-

ments to our system.  For the July billing, we need to know by May 31. For the December billing, by October 31.  

Please Note: This is not a bank-to-bank transaction.  Keep your copy of the tax bill for income taxes. 

Dog licenses will be sold at our office again this year, beginning on December 1. If you have a licensed dog, you 

will receive your new license renewal form in the mail sometime in November.  Look it over carefully.  If it shows 

that your rabies shot has expired (lower right side), you will need to get a new rabies certificate from your vet prior 

to coming into our office.  Always bring your new license renewal form with you.  It will save you time if we do not 

have to fill out the form again.  If you have a new dog, just bring in the rabies certificate that you were provided 

when your pet received his/her shot.  We do need to see the actual certificate, not a receipt that shows it was given.  

There is specific information on the certificate itself that we need to legally license your pet.  We will not be selling 

the 3-year license, but you can get those from some vets, or from Berrien County. Question? Please give us a call.  

LANDLORDS:  This is a good time to make certain that water accounts for your rental properties are current.  

Unpaid amounts are place on the December property tax bills. The lien goes with the property, not with the renter, 

and even though we have been extremely active this past year making certain that water bills are kept current, if you 

have a property that is a sewer-only billing (not hooked into the municipal water system), you may have a problem.  

Please check your rental units before November 1. 

Postmarks are not accepted as date-paid.  Please allow adequate time for postal delivery, especially if you are 

paying via online banking.  We recommend allowing seven (7) days.  Payment received after the due date and time 

will be returned with a notice of the late fee due.  If you are running late, you can drop off your payment after hours 

in the drop box located to the left of our front door.  Payments left in this box will be accepted as ñpaidò on the fol-

lowing business day, so please do not put a payment in this box after 5 p.m. on the due date unless it has the late fee 

included.  It will be returned to you with a notice of the late fee due. 

Please bring in, or return with your payment by mail, the bottom part of the tax bill with the bar-code.  We need 

this bar code to accurately record your payment.  Itôs easy to transpose numbers when manually entering the 15-

digit property identification number, and the bar-code ensures that this does not happen.  RECEIPTS:  If you bring 

in the entire bill with you, we will stamp the top part ñPaidò and return it to you as your receipt.  Receipts will be 

provided for payments mailed in only if you return the entire bill with a self-addressed, stamped envelope 

when you mail in your payment.  The top portion will be stamped ñPaidò and returned to you.   

é.and finally: Please, always put your tax bills and your receipts (one blue and one green) where you can find them 

when you are ready to make payment or to file your income taxes.   There is a cost to the township to provide dupli-

cated copies of paperwork already provided, and like all of you, we are trying very hard to keep our costs down and 

be good stewards of your money.  Thank you very much for your attention to these details. 
 

We hope that all find time to enjoy our beautiful fall weather, and have a happy and safe holiday season. 



BUILDING  DEPARTMENT                                                        

ST. JOSEPH TOWNSHIP NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH  

   
 

A big thank you to our residents for showing their continuing cooperation in keeping up with obtaining permits for 

most construction projects.  Permits provide inspection services to protect our residents from unsafe or non-code com-

pliant work. 
 

If you have any plans for home or yard improvements, please give us a call as to whether a permit is needed.  Permits 

are required for the vast majority of projects, regardless of how small the project may be. 
 

Our International Property Maintenance Ordinance has been very effective in keeping the overall township a        

beautiful and sought after community in which to live.   
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ST.  JOSEPH TOWNSHIP POLICE / PUBLIC SAFETY                                    

 Ross Bates, Chief of Police / Public Safety Director 

The St. Joseph Charter Township Neighborhood will host an ñOpen Discussionò with Berrien 

County Prosecutor  Arthur Cotter. 
 

The focus will be on the Michigan Parole and Commutation Board and its early release of violent 

criminals. 
 

          WHEN:         Thursday, October 28, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 
    
          WHERE:       St. Joseph Charter Township meeting room. 

 The public is invited to attend.  Join us and become informed. 

Halloween Trick-or-Treat hours have been set for 6:00-7:30 p.m. on Sunday October 31. 
 

Residents wishing to participate are asked to turn on porch lights as a welcome signal to trick-or-treaters. 
 

St. Joseph Township Police Department provides the following safety tips to make Halloween safe and enjoyable: 
 

Costumes: 

Create safe costumes made from flame resistant materials. 

Decorate costumes with reflective tape or make them light and bright enough to be clearly visible to motorists. 

Maintain good peripheral vision by making large eyeholes in masks and securing headgear to prevent it from      

slipping over the childôs eyes. 

Costume accessories such as swords or knives should be of a soft, flexible material. 
 

Trick-or-Treating: 

Young children should be accompanied by an adult or an older, responsible child.  If you are not going with them, 

know the route your children will be taking. 

Go only to homes that have outside lights on as a sign of welcome. 

Children should only enter houses if accompanied by an adult. 

To easily see and be seen, children should carry flashlights. 

Teach children to follow basic everyday safety practices (stranger danger and watching both ways before crossing 

streets). 

Caution children from running between cars and across yards. 

Keep children away from candlelit jack-o-lanterns. 
 

Treats: 

Warn children to have an adult examine any treats before eating them. 

Adults should inspect commercially wrapped treats for signs of tampering and throw away anything that looks     

suspicious. 

Discard any treats that are not commercially wrapped. 

Jerry Jones, Building Inspector    
 T iffeny Bust, Bldg. Department  Administrator  



Fall is here and the end of the year is fast approaching.  Just a reminder, Tax Day in Michigan is December 31st of each 

year.  Your assessed and taxable values are calculated for the next year on the condition of your property as of Decem-

ber 31.  New construction is added based upon the completion status-whatever percentage of the job is complete as of 

that date is what is added to the tax rolls.  If you have not added new construction and/or demolition then your taxable 

value is only affected by the IRM (Inflation Rate Multiplier) which is determined by the Michigan State Tax Commis-

sion.  This IRM is applied to every parcel of property in the State of Michigan regardless of class (Agricultural, Resi-

dential, Industrial, Commercial).  The Assessor has no control over this, it is mandated by the State. 
 

The response to the questionnaire mailings that were sent to the neighborhoods chosen in this yearôs sampling has been 

wonderful!  I truly appreciate you taking the time to complete and return these forms-this information is extremely 

valuable.  In order to ñfairlyò assess your property, accurate interior information is needed and the best person to an-

swer these questions is you, the homeowner.  Eventually all of the properties in St. Joseph Charter Township will be 

reviewed.  There are over 5,000 parcels in St Joseph Charter Township so if you have not received a questionnaire yet, 

have patience. Eventually you WILL receive one.  If you have received one and not had the chance to complete and re-

turn it, please do so at your earliest convenience.  Remember the object of these questionnaires is to be sure that the in-

formation I am using to compute your Assessed and Taxable Values is correct so it is in your best interest to make sure 

that the information is correct. 
 

Conditional Rescission of Principal Residence Exemption (PRE) 

If you have recently purchased a new home and not yet sold your old home remember that you may qualify for a Condi-

tional Rescission of Principal Residence Exemption.  These are the qualifications: 

1.  The home is not occupied 

2.  It is for sale 

3.  Is not leased (or available for lease) 

4.  Is not used for any business or commercial purpose 

5.  You have filed a new valid exemption on your new Michigan residence (a person renting an apartment is not      

eligible for a PRE) and I need a copy of the PRE you have filed on your new residence in Michigan. 

 

If you meet the above qualifications you must file the form (available either from this office or online at 

www.michigan.gov/treasury.  Look in ñFormsò then in ñHomeownerôs Principal Residence Exemption and Related 

Formsò and at the very bottom of the page is 4640 Conditional Rescission of Principal Residence Exemption.  If you 

have any questions please do not hesitate to call. 
 

ALSO  and this is very important, if you filed a Conditional Rescission for 2010 and you still meet the 5 qualifications 

above you must re-file for 2011.  You fill out the same form but in Part 1 you mark the box that says ñSecond Year An-

nual Verificationò.  If you do not file this affidavit with this office by December 31, 2010, you will not qualify for 2011.  

Affidavits received after that date will not be honored. 

ASSESSING  DEPARTMENT                                                     Sue Rice, Assessor 
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ORDINANCE DEPARTMENT                                                  Jerry Jones, Ordinance Officer  

As many of you are aware, consistent and equitable enforcement of ordinances is critical to the appearance of buildings 

and property up keep.  Many ordinances are designed to protect you as a resident from unwanted nuisances. 
 

Ordinances cover an array of rules, including governing the keeping of animals to include barking dogs, maximum 

number of animals allowed in a residence, and animals running loose.  Ordinances also set forth  

parameters for  recreational fires, limits on noise from loud music or engines, and a variety of      

issues designed to make your living in our township a pleasant experience. 
 

Anytime you are unsure of an ordinance requirement, please donôt hesitate to call and ask questions.  

Weôre here to help.  Please remember all vehicles trailers, etc. parked in areas other than your drive-

way must be on an improved surface.        



  

MISCELLANEOUS TIDBITS      
 

 

 

 3000 Washington Avenue 

P.O. Box 147  

 St. Joseph MI 49085 

PRSRT STD 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

ST. JOSEPH MI 

PERMIT NO. 29 
 PHONE NUMBERS 

 

TOWNSHIP HALL é..ééééééé429-7703 

        Faxééééééééééé...é....429-2079 

           (Monday-Friday,  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
 

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY 
 

   Emergency Only...éé..ééééé.. ...........9-1-1 
 

   Police Administrationé..éé.é...é.....429-6890  

                        (Monday-Friday,  8 a.m. - 5 p.m.) 
 

   Non-Emergency.ééééé..éé........983-3060 

                                    (Dispatch ï 24 hr.) 

FIRE: 
 

Emergency......éééééé...ééééé......9-1-1 

 Station #1 - 3000 Washington Ave....é...429-4100 

 Station #2 - 1750 Colfax  Aveé..ééé429-4100 
 

AMBULANCE......é..ééééééé..é.....9-1-1 
 
Public Works/Sewer & Water é429-8113 ext. 258 

BEST WAY OBSERVES THE  

     FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS  
 

*Memorial Day  

*4th of July  

*Labor Day  

*Thanksgiving Day 

*Christmas Day 
   
If a holiday falls on your regularly 

scheduled collection day, that day 

and every collection day subsequent 

to that day will be moved back one 

day for the remainder of that week.  
 

Please call Tami at Best Way  

(463-3232) with any questions  

 

Dates the Office is Closed for 

2010:  
Thursday  & Friday,  

November 25 & 26, Thanksgiving  
 

Thursday & Friday,  

December 23 & 24, Christmas 

December 31,  New Yearôs Day 
 

 Other Holidays that are Observed are: 
 

* New Yearôs Day  * Easter                    

* Memorial Day      * Fourth of July  

* Labor Day 

STREET LIGHTS:  If 

you come across a street 

light that is not working, 

you can report it through 

the Police Dept. at 429-

6890.  The Pole number 

is a key factor when re-

porting it.   The number 

should be on a metal tag 

about eye level on the 

street light pole.  Once 

reported I & M will be 

contacted and it will take 

Yard Waste season is here. The 

landfill is not accepting plastic bags.  

Use paper bags or containers labeled 

ñYard Wasteò  

Storm Water 

There have been several big projects in 

our community this summer that have 

made a positive impact with the water 

quality of our creeks, and rivers, but we 

still have more to accomplish.  With the 

collaboration of everyone to accomplish 

BMPôs (Best Maintenance Practice) we 

will see even more water quality in our 

creeks and river, which empty into Lake 

Michigan.  To find out more about storm 

water management, check the Township 

website under ñlinksò than click on 

ñBerrien County Road Commissionò than 

half way down the page click on ñkeep it 

blueò  

PASSES FOR FREE ENTRY TO THE 

ORCHARD HILLS LANDFILL for Fall 

2010  will be available at the Township 

Hall for the following dates:   
 

Oct. 8 & 9, 15 & 16 & 22 & 23, 29 & 30 

FIRE HYDRANTS:  St. Joseph 

Charter Township has over 570 

Fire Hydrants, and the Public 

Safety along with the Public 

Works Dept. work diligently to 

make sure they are repaired and working 

properly.  With winter coming soon, please 

call the Public Works Department if you 

see any damages to a hydrant, or flags 

missing.  The Township would appreciate 

any help with keeping snow cleared at 

least 3-4 feet away from the hydrants. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE:   

Any time your water bill becomes 

90 days overdue, you may get your 

water turned off.   There will be a 

fee to turn the water back on. 


