R

October 2010

Your Township Board ~
Supervisor__é_éeFROM THE SUPERVISOR@&SS&%E@'&W&SOY
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Treasurer . . ... é. ..Dave Vonk

Trustee. .. ...... rFall is in dhe @ Kle With the crisp mornings, cool evenings and tl
Trustee......... lgaves changiag dokon wve are reminded that winter weather is
Trustee. . ... .... -fa?%%tway.-ROﬂ Griffin

Trustee. . ... .... €. Mel"i ssa Schultz

Manager éééé. . Tin

Other Township Officials

Building I nspect
Ordi nance Offi c¢d
Assessor ééécéeé

eéeééé. ..
Chi ef of Pol i ce.

Township Meetings

Township Board of Trustees
7 p.m. 1st & 3rd Mondays

Planning Commission
7 p.m. 2nd Tuesday BWonthly

Zoning Board of Appeals
7 p.m. 2nd Wednesday
(As Requested)

MEETINGS ARE HELD AT THE
TOWNSHIP HALL AND ARE
OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Township Hours

The Township Hall is open
Monday-Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

.ch . . .
With this in mind, some of you may be concerned about sn
o removal and trying to make sure that the Berrien County Rc
%Comission’ plow' thicks U8 Act take the edge of your lawn when the snow i
reee., err on ea . .
gmovedg [If é/oquée& e need to mark the area of the lawn that maybe in conjun

materials used to mark your lawn be one of the following:

e Long aluminum stakes with reflectors on the top.
o Fiberglass stakes with a plastic protector on the tip.

You should not use any rigid steel or any other type of material with a sharp
on the top. Please be respectful in removing them as soon as the winter sea
over and the snow is gone.

Remembed The Township does not do any of the snow removal, but works w
the Berrien County Road Commission, the sole care taker of your roads, to kee

roads safe throughout the year. 2 e
~=33)

Supervisbelcome

Clerk

Building

Ordinance Enforcement Dept.
St. Joseph Township Police C
Neighborhood Watch

Treasurer / Taxes

Assessing

Parks and Public Works
Holiday RubbishBic8chedule
Office Closings

Phone Listing

PARKS AND PUBLIC WORKS:
Dick Beebe, Public Works Supervisor
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Miscellaneous [Information

St. Joseph Charter Township Parks officially close November 1. Water will
turned off and bathrooms will be closed by the 2nd or 3rd week in October depe
ing on temperatures. No vehicles or snowmobiles will be allowed in the Towns
Parks through the winter, only walking and cross country skiing. St. Joseph Ch:
Township has received a Trust Fund Grant this year to build a much needed pa\
and shelter at Maiden Lane Park. This pavilion will provide shade and protectio
and should be completed by the end of October or early November.

REMEMBER TO MAKE US YOUR FIRST CALL, in case of a sewer backup, ca
4298113, ext. 258 to report problems. Please remember to leave your name
dress, and phone number when leaving a message, so that a immediate respor
be returned. The Township would appreciate any help with keeping sewer |
holes clear from grass and sod where these manholes are located off the ec
streets. In the event of a sewer main backup the sewer manholes are used to
the main sewer line.

"Update"is published periodically in an effort to inform residents of the many activitieg
St. Joseph Charter Township. Inquiries or future articles should be directed to the M

in
hnager.
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FROMTHE CLERK Denise Cook, Clerk
2010 Election Information: Polls open at 7 a.m. and close at 8 p.m. e
B R
. : . : e ———,
General Election: November 2  Last Day to Register: October 4 P‘M

-

If you have not already registered to vote, you may do so in person or by mail. Thia fioath may

be found on the Michigan Department of State web siterat. Michigan.gov/sosand There is a link for the Michi-
gan Department of State office on the township web sitevat.sjct.orgh El ect i onso. You may
any Secretary of State branch office or at the St. Joseph Charter Township Hall, 3000 Washington Ave.
Absentee Voting:

You may vote by absentee ballot if you:

« Expect to be absent from the community in which you are registered for the entire time that the polls are opt
Election Day.

« Are physically unable to attend the polls without the assistance of another.

« Cannot attend the polls because of the tenets of your religion.

« Have been appointed an election precinct inspector in a precinct other than the precinct where you reside.

« Are 60 years of age or older.

« Cannot attend the polls because of confinement in jail awaiting arraignment of trial.

You may obtain an application of absentee voting by:

o Letter

« Post card

« Application form obtained from the Township Clerk (See our web sitevat.sict.orgh EI ect i ons 0
for a link to the Secretary of State web site where the form may be found.)

» Federal Post Card Application. (NOTE: This is restricted to members of the armed forces and their spouse:
dependents; members of the Merchant Marines and their spouses and dependents; U.S. Citizens temporari
or traveling outside of the territorial limits of the United States.

el n person at the Township Clerkos office.

College Students:

e A member of the studentds i mmedi ate f ami | application.h c
An i mmedi ate family or househol d mapplizaion towhe dowmsleig L
must sign the certificate printed on the back of the application form.

« A student can receive an absent voter ballot at his or her registration address or may request that the ballot
mail ed to the college address. A me MA¥NXOT®ELIMER e
THE BALLOT TO THE STUDENT. Election officials or authorized assistants are the only individuals
authorized to deliver ballots.

« A student's absentee ballot must be returned to the Township by 8 p.m. on Election Day. A member of the
dent 6s i mmedi ate family or household may return

IMPORTANT
YOU MUST FI LL OUT THE TOP AND BOTTOM OF THE AAPPL
TO RECEIVE AN ABSENTEE BALLOT.

Any absentee ballot returned in the mail MUST include additional postage. Other options for returning absen-
tee ballots are: Dropping them off in person at the Township hall, or dropping them off after hours in the drop &
located to the left of the front entrance at the Township Hall. When absentee ballot envelopes are returned tc
Township there is a process that takes place to receive them and to insure that they will be correctly counted ¢
tion Day. It is much easier for our election staff if ballots are returned well before ElectiorPlease do your
part to insure that this process goes smoothly by returning your absentee ballot as soon as possible. IF YOU
INTEND TO VOTE BY ABSENTEE BALLOT PLEASE REQUEST YOUR APPLICATION FOR ABSEN-
TEE BALLOT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Our staff will receive many absentee ballots and although ballots
are not counted until Election Day there is much work that takes place prior to the Election to make sure the
ballots are organized and ready for the Absentee Voter Counting Board to process. This said, THE SOONER
YOU RETURN YOUR ABSENTEE BALLOT THE BETTER! It n
bulk of the absentee ballots are returned to our office at least a week before the Election.



http://www.Michigan.gov/sosand
http://www.sjct.org
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TREASUREROGOS REPORT Dave Vonk, Treasurer

We hope that al/l enjoyed our beautiful summer here
as we prepare for the 2010 winter (county and township) tax cycle.

The new format for summer tax bills, and the new system for getting them printed and out to our residents worket
really well this past summer with cost savings on all levels. In the case of the summer school tax bills, these cos
ings were passed along to the school districts in the form of a slight reduction in-gagqedicost that they pay to
manage their tax collections. This same format will be utilized on the December tadille changes will follow

as Berrien County, who for nearly 30 years has run an in-house tax program on their computer mainframe,

moves away from programming. A new vendor will be taking over this function for treasurers across Berrien

County, but we will still maintain a countyide system with a mainframe at the County Courthouse. To our resider

this changeover should be invisible other than possibly another new look for our bills {8@PL1BS&A is probably

the largest tax program used by treasurers, assessors and building departments in Michigan, so, other than repc
system program changes for which we will all be trained, our residents will continue to receive the same high lev

service that you have always received. As we move forward, if you have any questions, as always, please feel f

give us a call. Our staff will be happy to answer your questions or address your concerns. Pleasd2&ll 269

ext. 234.

In Other News:

« If you wish to pay taxes via online banking, please notify us in advance so that we can make necessary adjust
ments to our system. For the July billing, we need to know by May 31. For the December billing, by October
Please NoteThis is not a banko-bank transaction Keep your copy of the tax bill for income taxes.

« Dog licenses will be sold at our office again this yedkeginning on December 1. If you have a licensed dog, you
will receive your new license renewal form in the mail sometime in November. Look it over carefully. If it sho
that your rabies shot has expired (lower right side), you will need to get a new rabies certificate from your vet
to coming into our office Always bring your new license renewal form with.yduwill save you time if we do not
have to fill out the form againlf you have a new dog, just bring in the rabies certificate that you were provided
when your pet received his/her shot. We do need to see the actual certificate, not a receipt that shows it was
There is specific information on the certificate itself that we need to legally license your pet. We will not be se
the 3year license, but you can get those from some vets, or from Berrien County. Question? Please give us &

« LANDLORDS: This is a good time to make certain thaiter accounts for your rental properties are current.
Unpaid amounts are place on the December property tax bills. The lien goes with the property, not with the re
and even though we have been extremely active this past year making certain that water bills are kept curren
have a property that is a sewatly billing (not hooked into the municipal water system), you may have a proble
Please check your rental units before November 1.

o Postmarks are not accepted as date-paid. Please allow adequate time for postal delivery, especially if you are
paying via online banking. We recommend allowing seven (7) days. Payment received after the due date ar
will be returned with a notice of the late fee due. If you are running late, you can drop off your payment after
in the drop box located to the left of our frontdoBray ment s | eft in this box w
lowing business day, so please do not put a payment in this box after 5 p.m. on the due date unless it has the
included. It will be returned to you with a notice of the late fee due

e Please bring in, or return with your payment by mail, the bottom part of the tax bill with thedide We need
this bar code to accurately record your payment.
digit property identification number, and the {oade ensures that this does not hap@BCEIPTS: If you bring

in the entire bill with you, we will st Remiptswilhbe t
provided for payments mailed in only if you return the entire bill with a self-addressed, stamped envelope
when you mail in your payment. The top portion wil/| be stamped AP

e € .and finally:Please, always put your tax bills and your receipts (one blue and one green) where you can finc
when you are ready to make payment or to file your income.taXéere is a cost to the township to provide dupli
cated copies of paperwork already provided, and like all of you, we are trying very hard to keep our costs dov
be good stewards of your money. Thank you very much for your attention to these details.

We hope that all find time to enjoy our beautiful fall weather, and have a happy and safe holiday season.
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ST.JOSEPHTOWNSHIP NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

The St. Joseph Charter Township Neighborh
County Prosecutor Arthur Cotter.

criminals.
WHEN: Thursday, October 28, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.
WHERE: St. Joseph Charter Township meeting room.
The public is invited to attend. Join us and become informed.

ST. JOSEPHTOWNSHIP POLICE / PUBLIC SAFETY
Ross Bates, Chief of Police / Public Safety dlrector

Halloween Trickor-Treat hours have been set for 60380 p.m. on Sunday October 31.
Residents wishing to participate are asked to turn on porch lights as a welcome signabtetiieiaters.
St. Joseph Township Police Department provides the following safety tips to make Halloween safe and enjoyabile

Costumes:

o Create safe costumes made from flame resistant materials.

o Decorate costumes with reflective tape or make them light and bright enough to be clearly visible to motorists

« Maintain good peripheral vision by making large eyeholes in masks and securing headgear to prevent
slipping over the childbds eyes.

o Costume accessories such as swords or knives should be of a soft, flexible material.

Trick-or-Treating:

e Young children should be accompanied by an adult or an older, responsible child. If you are not going with
know the route your children will be taking.

Go only to homes that have outside lights on as a sign of welcome.

Children should only enter houses if accompanied by an adult.

To easily see and be seen, children should carry flashlights.

Teach children to follow basic everyday safety practices (stranger danger and watching both ways before ¢
streets).

o Caution children from running between cars and across yards.

e Keep children away from candlelit jacklanterns.

Treats:

e Warn children to have an adult examine any treats before eating them.

e Adults should inspect commercially wrapped treats for signs of tampering and throw away anything that
suspicious.

o Discard any treats that are not commercially wrapped.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT 4 A Jerry Jones, Building nspector

T iffeny Bust, Bldg. Deparbment Administrator

A big thank you to our residents for showing their continuing cooperation in keeping up with obtaining permits
most construction projects. Permits provide inspection services to protect our residents from unsateds nom-
pliant work.

If you have any plans for home or yard improvements, please give us a call as to whether a permit is needed. F
are required for the vast majority of projects, regardless of how small the project may be.

Our International Property Maintenance Ordinance has been very effective in keeping the overall townst
beautiful and sought after community in which to live.
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ASSESSING DEPARTMENT Sue Rice, Assessor

Fall is here and the end of the year is fast approaching. Just a reminder, Tax Day in Michigan is December 31st
year. Your assessed and taxable values are calculated for the next year on the condition of your property as of
ber 31. New construction is added based upon the completiomstatesver percentage of the job is complete as of
that date is what is added to the tax rolls. If you have not added new construction and/or demolition then your ta
value is only affected by the IRM (Inflation Rate Multiplier) which is determined by the Michigan State Tax Comrm
sion. This IRM is applied tevery parcel of property in the State of Michigan regardless of class (Agricultural, Resi:
dential, Industrial, Commercial). The Assessor has no control over this, it is mandated by the State.

The response to the questionnaire mailings that we
wonderful! | truly appreciate you taking the time to complete and return thesetfasmsformation is extremely
val uabl e. Il n or der taocuratéingerior ihforndatioa is sSeededsandytie bast pgrsorotp a+

swer these questions is you, the homeowner. Eventually all of the properties in St. Joseph Charter Township wil
reviewed. There are over 5,000 parcels in St Joseph Charter Township so if you have not received a questionna
have patience. Eventually you WILL receive one. If you have received one and not had the chance to complete
turn it, please do so at your earliest convenience. Remember the object of these questionnaires is to be sure the
formation | am using to compute your Assessed and Taxable Values is correct so it is in your best interest to mal
that the information is correct.

Conditional Rescission of Principal Residence Exemption (PRE)
If you have recently purchased a new home and not yet sold your old home remember that you may qualify for a
tional Rescission of Principal Residence Exemption. These are the qualifications:

1. The home is not occupied

2. Itis for sale

3. Is not leased (or available for lease)

4. Is not used for any business or commercial purpose

5. You have filed a new valid exemption on your new Michigan residence (a person renting an apartment is no

eligible for a PRE) and | need a copy of the PRE you have filed on your new residence in Michigan.

If you meet the above qualifications you must file the form (available either from this office or online at
www.michigan.gov/treasurk ook i n iForms o then in AHomeowner 6s
Formso and at the very bottom of the page is 4640
have any questions please do not hesitate to call.

F

ALSO and this is very important, if you filed a Conditional Rescission for 2010 and you still meet the 5 qualificati
aboveyoumustre i | e for 2011. You fil!/ out the same form
nual Verificationo. | f you do not file this affid
Affidavits received after that dateill not be honored

ORDINANCE DEPARTMENT Jerry Jones, Ordinance Officer

As many of you are aware, consistent and equitable enforcement of ordinances is critical to the appearance of b
and property up keep. Many ordinances are designed to protect you as a resident from unwanted nuisances.

Ordinances cover an array of rules, including governing the keeping of animals to include barking dogs, maximu
number of animals allowed in a residence, and animals running loose. Ordinances also set forth
parameters for recreational fires, limits on noise from loud music or engines, and a variety c
issues designed to make your living in our township a pleasant experience.

Anyti me you are unsure of an ordinance re 1t
Wedre here to help. Pl ease remember al/l Q ;
way must be on an improved surface.




MISCELLANEOUSTIDBITS

PHONE NUMBERS

TOWNSHIP HALL é . . é é é é é €429-7703
"""""" . . 2079
(Monday-Friday, 8 a.m.- 5p.m)

POLICE AND PUBLIC SAFETY

Emergency Only. . é €. é € € é €
Police Administrationé .é. & . é . AZ9689).

(MondayFriday, 8a.m.-5p.m)

Non-Emergency. & € é €. . é € ..9833060 .
(Dispatchi 24 hr.)

ST. JOSEPH CHARTER PRSRT STD
A [_] U.S. POSTAGE
“‘MS“LE PAID

3000 Washington Avenue
P.O. Box 147
St. Joseph MI 49085

ST. JOSEPH MI
PERMIT NO. 29

. 429

FIRE:
Emergency....6 é é e e é ... & e é e ... -1-1

Station#1--3 000 Washi ng42400 pAve. . . . é.

Station#21 750 Col f ax 429v0@ ¢ e éé
AMBULANCE. . eeééeéeé. . e9l1
Public Works/Sewer & Water € 429-8113ext. 258

. BEST WAY OBSERVES THE
Storm Water Dates the Oi;;llclea }s Closed for FOLLOWING HOLIDAYS
There have been several big project$|in Thursday & Friday, *Memorial Day
our community this summer that hgye November 25 & 26Thanksgiving *4th of July
iti i i 3 *Labor Da

mad_e a positive impact w@h the waer Thursday € Friday, Toaoks igin D
quality of our creeks, and rivers, but We pocemper 23 & 24Christmas Chiat g Dg y

i H H ristmas va
still have more to accomplish. With #1e pecember31New Year ds Day y
collaboration of everyone to accompl|q If a holiday falls on your regularly

B MP dBest Maintenance Practiceye

will see even more water quality in qyr* New

—

creeks and river, which empty into Lgke* Memorial Day

Michigan. To find out more about stofn* Labor Day

water management, check the Towns

website under Al
iBerrien County ROy
hal f way down thel|lprDred
bl ueo

FIRE HYDRANTS: St. Josegh
Charter Township has over 5|7
Fire Hydrants, and the Pubji
» Safety along with the Public
Works Dept. work diligently tp
make sure they are repaired and workin
properly. With winter coming soon, plegsg
call the Public Works Department if ypu
see any damages to a hydrant, or fla
missing. The Township would appreciat
any help with keeping snow cleared
least 34 feet away from the hydrants.

‘porting it.

Other Holidays that are Observed

rd Waste season is he

b & not ﬁcilaﬂ
pabePoayRér Sordin@rNBdled

STREET LIGHTS: If
you come across a streeg
light that is not working,
you can report it through
the Police Dept. at 429
890. The Pole number
\Is a key factor when re-

should be on a metal tag &
about eye level on the
istreet light pole. Once
reported | & M will be
contacted and it will take

I§cheduled collection day, that day
Year 6 s D a \and everyecgllgctiop ¢gay subseque
* Fourth of July |t0 that day will be moved back one
day for the remainder of that week

t

>

h Please call Tami at Best Way
ché .?4(633232)1With any questions
han

Akeep it

ifYy plati

als€ Ko on

PASSES FOR FREE ENTRY TO THE
ORCHARD HILLS LANDFILL for Fall
2010 will be available at the Township
Hall for the following dates:

Oct. 8&9,15& 16 & 22 & 23, 29 & 30

A

IMPORTANT NOTICE:

The number

Any time your water bill becomes
90 daysoverdue, you may get yo§ir
water turned off. There will be &
fee to turn the water back on.

— |
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